History 10 Lecture Notes – The Evolution of Humans and the Paleolithic Age
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Important Ideas:
Hominid Biped – 4 million years ago

Homo Erectus – c. 1.5 million years ago

Homo Sapiens  – c. 500,000 years ago

Homo Sapiens Neanderthalensis (Europe) and Homo Sapiens Sapiens (Africa)

Humans don’t change for the environment, humans change the environment to suit them

Review Questions:

What is one of the ways Neanderthals were replaced? Do you think humans are responsible?

What was Neanderthal “society” like?
Describe the importance of the following to The Great Leap Forward (35,000 years ago): 
Art 



inventions


trade
Define the following terms in relation to life in the Paleolithic (Old Stone Age): 

nomad 



hunter-gatherer 

barter

arranged marriage

stratification of society 
patriarchy

Describe the importance of the following in Paleolithic society:

gender roles 


art



fertility Goddesses

Why did the earlier forms of religion revolve around ancestor and animal worship?
Assignment: Research Mary Leaky and answer the following:

Who was Mary Leaky? Describe her contribution to History.

